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SUBJECT: SYNDICAL RELATIONS MINISTER DE LA MATA COMMENTS ON LABOR 
REFORM DEBATE 

REF: MADRID 0239 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF A CONVERSATION ON JANUARY 12 WITH 
SYNDICAL RELATIONS MINISTER ENRIQUE DE LA MATA. HE 
COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS TO THE EMBASSY ON THE PROGRESS OF THE 
CORTES DEBATE ON THE LABOR REFORM BILL (REFTEL). HE WAS 
DISTRESSED THAT BECAUSE OF WHAT HE TERMED POOR PARLIAMENTARY 
TACTICS. THE GOVT HAD LOST (BY A CLOSE 13 TO 12 VOTE). AN 
IMPORTANT VOTE THAT DAY IN THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS COMMITTEE 
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THE TRADITIONAL STRONGHOLD OF "BUNKER" ELEMENTS, S TERMED 
IT. IT WAS NOT SO MUCH THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ISSUE (AN 
ATTMPT TO WATER DOWN THE LIBERAL TEXT WITH REGARD TO TRADE 
UNION FORMATION BY INSERTING RESTRICTIVE LANGUAGE) THAT 
BOTHERED HIM. BUT THE FACT THAT IR REPRESENTED A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
AND POLITICAL SETBACK. IF ONLY TEMPORARY. THEY HAD ONLY 
LOST A BATTLE. NOT THE WAR. AND HE REMAINED OPTIMISTIC 
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THAT THE GOVT WOULD WIN THE MORE IMPORTANT BATTLES TO COME 
IN THE PLENARY SESSION LATER IN THE MONTH. 

2. DE LA MATA HAD DISCUSSED THE SITUATION THAT EVENING 
WITH SUAREZ, AND THEY WERE FORMULATING NEW TACTICS TO COPE 
WITH THE TROUBLESOME ANTO-REFORMAISTS IN THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS 
COMMITTEE. THE MINISTER WAS STILL CONFINEDNT THAT HE WOULD 

BE ABLE TO TRAVEL TO GENEVA TO TALK TO ILO SECGEN BALNCAHRD 
(REGARDING SPANISH SIGNATURE OF ILO CONVENTIONS 87 AND 98) 

BY LATE JANUARY. 

3. COMMENT. THE LABOR REFORM BILL REMAINS STALLED IN 
COMMITTEE. DURING THE DEBATE JANUARY 13, SOME CORTES MEMBERS EVEN 
SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVT CONSIDER EITHER A) WITHDRAWING THE 

BILL FOR LATER CONSIDERATION BY DECREE RATHER THAN BY CORTES 
ACTION. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE GOVT WOULD CONSIDER 
EITHER ACTION AT THIS WRITING. AS A MATTER OF FACT. THE 
EMBASSY LEARNED THAT ON JANUARY 13. FIRST VICE PRESIDENT LTGEN 
GUTTIEREZ MELLADO HAD EXPRESSED THE GOVT'S DETERMINATION TO 
MOVE AHEAD ON THE LABOR REFORM BILL. HE DID MAKE THE POINT, 
HOWEVER THAT SPAIN'S DIFFICULT ECONOMIC SITUATION MADE 
LABOR REFORM TOUGHER TO ACCOMPLISH THAN IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN A FEW YEARS AGO.STABLER 
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